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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Examiner has given consideration to applicants parent application No. 
09/034,561 filed on March 3, 1998. For examining purposes of this application, the 
effective filing date will be March 3, 1998. 



Response to Amendment 

2. Per Preliminary Amendment filed on May 31, 2001, claims 1-33 have been 
canceled. Claims 34-48 will be examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 34-48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The specification has no mention of transmitting 
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location identifiers of an agreement between a payer and biller. Further, the 
specification has no mention of first, second or third network stations. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 34-48 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dent et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,128,603 (see attached PTO-892, Ref. A). 

7. As per claim 34, Dent teaches a method for presenting billing information via a 
network, comprising; 

transmitting, via a network, a bill including a location identifier of an agreement 
between a payer and a biller (see column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, line 1 and column 4, 
lines 40-67); 

receiving, via the network, a request for the agreement (see column 7, lines 29- 
33 and Figure 4, item76 "Details"); and 
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transmitting, via the network, the agreement in response to the received request 
(see column 7, lines 29-33 and Figure 4). 

8. As per claim 35, Dent teaches the method of claim 34 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the agreement includes terms and conditions upon which the 
bill is based (see column 7, lines 30-33). 

9. As per claim 36, Dent teaches the method of claim 34 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the location identifier of the agreement is a link, and further 
comprising: 

activating the link to transmit the request for the agreement (see column 7, lines 
18-21 and 38-41). 

10. As per claim 37, Dent teaches the method of claim 34 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the bill is one of a summary bill or a detailed bill (see Figure 4, 
item 78 and Figures 8 & 9, item 110). 

11. As per claim 38, Dent teaches the method of claim 34 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the bill is transmitted by a first network station and the 
agreement is transmitted by a second network station different than the first network 
station (see column 4, lines 40-67). 
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12. As per claim 39, Dent teaches a system for presenting billing information via a 
network, comprising: 

a first network station configured to transmit, via a network, a bill including a 
location identifier of an agreement between a payer and a biller (see column 4, lines 40- 
67); and 

a second network station configured to receive the transmitted bill, to transmit a 
request for the agreement, and to receive the requested agreement via the network 
(see column 4, lines 40-67). 

1 3. As per claim 40, Dent teaches the system of claim 39 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the first network station is further configured to receive the 
request and transmit the requested agreement to the second network station (see 
column 4, lines 40-67). 

14. As per claim 41 , Dent teaches the system of claim 39 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein: 

the location identifier of the agreement is a link (see column 7, lines 18-21 and 
38-41); and 

the second network station is further configured to activate the link to transmit the 
request for the agreement (see column 7, lines 18-21). 
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15. As per claim 42, Dent teaches the system of claim 39 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the agreement includes terms and conditions upon which the 
billis based (see column 7 Jines 18-21). 

16. As per claim 43, Dent teaches the system of claim 39 as described above. Dent 
further teaches wherein the bill is one of a summary bill or a detailed bill (see Figure 4, 
item 78 and Figures 8 & 9, item 110). 

17. As per claim 44, Dent teaches the system of claim 39 as described above. Dent 
further teaches comprising: 

a third network station configured to receive the request and to transmit the 
requested agreement to the second network station (see column 4, lines 40-67). 

18. As per claim 45, Dent teaches an article of manufacture for presenting billing 
information via a network, comprising: 

a computer readable medium (see column 5, lines 17-22 and Figure 2, items 
32,34,36); and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so 
as to: 
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transmit, via a network, a bill including a location identifier of an agreement 
between a payer and a biller (see column 2, lines 66-67, column 3, line 1 and column 4, 
lines 40-67); 

receive, via the network, a request for the agreement (see column 7, lines 29-33 
and Figure 4, item 176); and 

transmit, via the network, the requested agreement (see column 7, lines 29-33 
and Figure 4, item 176). 

1 9. As per claim 46, Dent teaches the article of manufacture of claim 45 as described 
above. Dent further teaches wherein the agreement includes terms and conditions 
upon which the bill is based (see column 7, lines 30-33). 

20. As per claim 47, Dent teaches the article of manufacture of claim 45 as described 
above. Dent further teaches wherein the location identifier of the agreement is a link 
(see column 7, lines 18-21 and 38-41). 

21 . As per claim 48, Dent teaches the article of manufacture of claim 45 as described 
above. Dent further teaches wherein the bill is one of a summary bill or a detailed bill 
(see Figure 4, item 78 and Figures 8 & 9, item 1 1,0). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid R. Merchant whose telephone .number is 571- 
270-1360. The examiner can nomrially be reached on First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammel can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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